


Genesis 9:27
May God enlarge Japheth,[a]

and let him dwell in the tents of Shem,

and let Canaan be his servant.” 

Genesis 10:1-2 
These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, 

Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.
2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, 

Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9:27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-233a


Genesis 10:4-5

4 The sons of Javan: 
Elishah, Tarshish,
Kittim, and 
Dodanim. 5 From 
these the 
coastland/ isles 
peoples spread in 
their lands, each 
with his own 
language, by their 
clans, in their 
nations.







Exodus 30:23

“Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of 
sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, 250, and 
250 of aromatic cane



Ancient Endemic Sri Lankan "Sweet 

Smelling Cinnamon" (Cinnamandehyde) 

found in 27 jars at the Tel Dor

Archeological site of Israel dating back to 

over 3000 years.



Exodus 28:17-20

17 Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. The first row 
shall be carnelian, chrysolite and beryl; 18 the second row shall 
be turquoise, lapis lazuli and emerald; 19 the third row shall be 
jacinth, agate and amethyst; 20 the fourth row shall be topaz, 
onyx and jasper.[a] Mount them in gold filigree settings.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2028:17-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2314a


6-7 Stones that formed the High Priest's Breastplate came 

from Sri Lanka that has the highest density for almost 75 

types of gems. 



Sapphires: Sri Lanka’s Resplendent

Stones Since ancient times, Sri Lanka 

has been the world’s go-to destination 

for precious gems; particularly the 

enigmatic and symbolic sapphires that 

are one the island nation’s best known 

calling cards. Although we associate 

this hard gemstone, mined in gravel 

riverbeds, with the intense blue that 

reflects the ocean waters around Sri 

Lanka, sapphires actually come in a 

wide range of colors, all well 

represented in the gem shops along 

Colombo Road - the Sri Lankan 

equivalent of New York’s 49th 

Street. Here you can find yellow, violet, 

dark green, and pink sapphires, as well 

s the very rare and highly prized 

But the commonest colors are the light 

blue, or cornflower sapphires and the 

intense clear blue of Royal 

Sapphires. Sapphires have been 

intricately linked with Royalty since 

Biblical Times. The biblical King 

Solomon, builder of the famous Temple 

of Jerusalem, who is most closely 

associated with Sapphires according to 

each of the three Abrahamic 

religions. Biblical scholars believe that 

the famous “seal of Solomon” was, in fact, 

a large six-pointed sapphire, and it is 

possibly from this jewel that the iconic six-

sided “star of David” came to be the 

symbol of the Jewish faith.



1 Kings 10:11-12
11 Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which 
brought gold from Ophir, brought from Ophir a 
very great amount of almug wood and precious 
stones. 12 And the king made of the almug 
wood supports for the house of the LORD and 
for the king's house, also lyres and harps for 
the singers. No such almug wood has come or 
been seen to this day.



GOLD IN SRI LANKA

Recently there was a Gold rush at Kelaniya 
river, not too far away from Colombo. Gold 
is mentioned in the Chronicles even during 
the time of Dutugemunu where Gold Ingots 
the size of span along with the silver and 
copper were discovered and reported to 
the King. This helped to finance the 
building of the Mahaseya. Gold ingots the 
size of span in mentioned in Mahavansa 
The largest gold ingot recorded in 1872 
called Holterman Nugget was 4 feet 4 
inches by 2 feet 2 inches and average 
thickness was 4 inches and weighed 630 
pounds.





1 Kings 10:22  - For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with the 
fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to 
come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.



Psalms 72:10 

10 May the kings of Tarshish / islands
render him tribute;

may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts!

Isaiah 23:6

Cross over to Tarshish; wail, you people of the island.



Ezekiel 38:13

13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish 
and all its young lions will say to you, ‘Have you 
come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your 
hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and 
gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize 
great spoil?’



Isaiah 60:9

For the Islans shall hope for me,
the ships of Tarshish first,

to bring your children from afar,
their silver and gold with them,

for the name of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel,

because he has made you beautiful.

Isaiah 11:12
He will raise a signal for the nations

and will assemble the banished of Israel,

and gather the dispersed of Judah

from the distant Islands.



Jeremiah 31:10

“Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the Islands far away;

say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his 

flock.’

Isaiah 11:11-12
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